TIMES AND SEASO 


Vor. 2. No. %.) NAUVOO, ILLINOIS, NOVEMBER, 1 


RISE OF THE CHURCH. | their tranagressions;, their organiaation 
of .Cagann, and their 
LETTER Il. , 
tor _ Overthrow and dispersion among 
Dear _ |jtions, to reap the reward, of their 


the Messenger and | quities, to,the sppearidg: of the Great 


particular or minute of! Bat there is, of necessity,a taiformi- 
the rise and of, the church offity so exact; as and 
the Laster Day Saints; and publish for jordinances 80 minute, in all agee god. 
are disposed rm. .There are ver- |i |is ig ¢ among men, 2 
worthy consideration. and age, and particular to.that c 
vance of every individual, and every jacterized by the advent of the -Mesiah, 
society: They are, that jie never}and the ministry of the apostles af that, 
works in the, dark--his works are al-} church; with a cursory view of the 
ways ina rors | it lost 
manner: another | into . or 
never works in This is notll took the boly himself, 
the case with men; but’might it not | where it has. held in reserve to. 
be? When the lord works, he ac- 


|the. present century, asa matser of 
complishes his purposes, and the effects rig, in this free country, 1 may take 
of his power are to be seen. afterward. |\ihe priviledgex This may be 


bted 
In view of this, to make by ;some—indeed —as an ad- 
few remarks by way af introduction. || mission of this.point would overthrow. 
The works of man may ‘shine fot 4|\the popular system of the day. I can- 
season. with a degree of brilliancy, but|!not reasonably except, then, that the 
time cha their, complexion; and|/large majority of profegsets ‘will . be 
whether it did or not, all would be the|| willing to listen to my atgument for'a) 
same ima little space, as nothing moment; asa..careful, impartial,..and) 
cept that which, was.etected by a hepdil faithful investigation the doctrines, 
grows weak, can remainy which’l believe to be and the 
w. ruption is consumed, || princi cherished in my. bosom-—-end. 

I shali nat be required toadora an ky this church—-by every hon- 
beautify my narrative with a, relation est mah must be-admitied as «ruth.—. 
of the faith:of Exocx, and those’ who} Of this 1 maysay as Tertullian said to 
assisted him to build up Zion, which |ithe Emperor whem writing in defeace 
fied God-—on the mountains of which! the-saints in his day: 


“TRUTH um PREVAIL,” 

was for well into our religion that did 

ever. mdre-—to beheld in regerve to edd not embrace iti” | 
to the grand Cemmom undertakings and plans of 

nue, when werlda shall rock from theit! memsuny be overthrown or destroyed 
haseito their center: the nations of tbe] by, ition. The systema of this 
rightous rise from the dust, and tie be anaihilated 

blessed millions of the. church of Abel by oppression or falsehood; but it is the 

first, born; shout his wsriamphant “com: | revere with pure. religion. . There is 

ing, Feceive bis kingdom, over whieh | a of that dil the 

he reigd till all enemies are sub: || aris-and designsoof men-cannot. fath- 

dued. jom; there ‘is: increasing influence 

| .Norshall the history. of the} which; rises:4spin' one place the mo- 

Lord’s. church, raised up according mens it is covered in another). and ‘the 

his.own, instruction to more it is traduced, and the: harsher 

ran; of the perplexities @nd discourage: || the means employed to effeet)itd 

menis; which came upon Israel for|| tinction, the!more numerous are its vos 


taries. It is notthe-vaim-cry of “delu- 
sion” from the mattitude:' it is’ 
not the snears of higota; it. is not the 
of the rage of 
princes, kings of emperors, that can 
revent its in The fret'is, as 
Mertullian said; mith eter ‘looked 
carefully into and pro-' 
priety withe it. It is 
imposible: that light énlighténs 
man, isat oncé enraptured; that intel- 
ligemed iwhichziexisted before thd world 
was, willogmiteand:that wisdom in the 
Divineeconoms: will beso conspicuous, 
that be embraced, . it will be ob-: 
sérved,‘nmd itemust belobeyed!: 
-\Look"at pure ireigion whenever it 
hag had’a place on earth, and you will 
alwavs mark ‘the same characteristics 
in/all its features. Look at truth ( with- 
out which the former »could ‘net exist,) 
ahd the same peculiarities are apparent. 
Those who have been guided by .them 
have always shown the same pfinci- 
* ples; and those who were not, have as 
uniformly sougot .to destroy their in- 
fluence: ‘Religion-has. had its fridfids 
and its enemies; its. advocates and its 
opponants. But thgthousands of years 
which have come’ gone, have:left 
it-unaltered: the millions who haveem- 
braced it, and aré now enjoyieg that 
btiss held ‘forth in: its promises, have 
left its principles unchanged, and its in- 
fluence honest-heart, unweak- 
ened. ' The.many oppositions which 
have iti othe ‘millions of 
calumnjes,.the numberiess reproaches,. 
and the myriads of falsehoods, have 
left its unimparet, its beauty 
untarnished,. and its exeallence as ex- 
cellent; while its certainty is the:same, 
and its foundation upheld by the hand 
One peculiarity of wish to now 
tice in the early" partiofimy narrative. 
So far.as my. and know!l- 
of men'and théir history extende, 
it has been the custom of every generw 
ation, to boast. of, or extol the acts of 
the former. In this respect I wish it 
to be! distinctly understood, that 1 mean 
the ri to whom God com« 
municated bis will... There has ever 
been an apparent blindness common to 
men,. which :has hindered their discov- 
eriag .the..real orth and excelleace 


BEABONS. 
ty, worth, and council, they were ready 
exclaim, great and inestima- 
ble were there qualities, and how pre! 
cious is their memory.” en 

The vilest and’ nfost corrupt are not 
exempted -from this churgé: even: tho 
Jews, whose former, principles had _be- 
come degenérated, and whose. relig; 
was a mere show, Were found 
that class who were ready tears and 

arnish the sepalchres of .t 


them to ‘death;!: 


their assurance! of salvation, im. the 
midst of which they:‘rose up with one 


fully betrayed, and crucified the Sdvior 
of the world! No wonder that the en- 
quirer has turned aside with disgust, nor 
marvel that God "hes \apppinted a day 


and reward every man according to his 
Enoch walked with Gody and ‘was 
taken home without tasting: death. 
Why were not all converted in his dav 
andstaken with him ‘to glory? Noah, 
said, was perfect in his generation: 
anddt is plain that he had communion 
with his “maker, and by his direction 
accomplished a work’ the parallel of 
which is not to be feusd in the annals 
of the world! Why were not the world 
converted, that the flood might have 
been stayed? Men, from the days of 
our father Abraham, have talked, boas- 
ted, and extolled his faith; and: he is 
eveh represented in the scriptures: — 
“Tiie‘father of the faithful.’’ Moses 
talked with the Lord ‘face to faces re- 
ceived the yreat moral jaw, upon the 
basis: of which those of all civilized 
ernments are founded; israel 
rty yearss: and was. takem home to 
‘receive the ‘reward:of his toilsethea 
Jaeob could realize:*his! werth: Well 
‘the question asked” by the Lord, 
“Flow can the children of the brideoham- 
'ber mourn while the bridegroom is with 
them?” It is said, that. he travelled 
and taught the rightous principles of 
hit kingdom, three years; daring which 
he chose twelve men, and ordained them 
apostles, dev’ The people saw and 
heard—they were particularly benefit. 
ed; many of them, by being healed of 


— 


of individuals while with them; 
but when. once deprived of their socie- 


‘infirmities, and diseases; of plagues, 
and devils: they saw him otk loa 


kiog, |importang 
boasts of their'own righteousness; and of 


consent, and treacherously and shame: 


when he will call the nations before him, 
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the water; they saw the winds and|innd precepts of the former were the 
wayes calmed at his command; they || boasts of the multitude; when, in reali- 
saw thousands fed to the full with a/|ty, their doctrines were no more pure, 
pittance, and the verye powers of dark-| their exertions to turn men to right- 
ness tremble ip his presence—and like || eousness no greater, neither their walk 
others before them, considered it as a||any more circumspect—the grave of 
dream, Of a common occurrence, till|;}the former js considered to bo 
the time Wag ‘fulfilled, and he was of-||and his ‘sepulctire is garnished while 
fered’ up. Yet while he was with) the latter is deprived a dwelling amon 
them he sid, you shall dasire to see|| men, of even an existence upon earth! 
one of the days of the Son of Man,||Such isa specimen of the depravity 
and shalt, not see it. He knew that|!and intonsisténicy of men, and such 
calamity would’ fall upon that peo-);has been their conduct towards the 
ple, and the wrath of heaven ovortuke|| righteous in centuries past. : 
them to their overthrow; and when 
that devoted city was surrounded i Wheff Joba the son of Zacharias 


armies, well ‘May Wwe conclude that is said = 
they “desired a protector possessing drinking ‘ine!,. ig 
sufficient power to lead them to some place 


siege. wild honey. The Jews saw- him, 
"Since the apostles fell asleep all men 
who, profess a belief in .the truth of 
colebrate their fame. seems to have “He dev- 
among all generations, 
becr forgotten that they were men of be 
infirmities and subject to all the fvel- taught by,.or follow 
ings, passions, ond imperfections dovil? ys pasesssed 
mon to othe _men., But it appears, || — 
that they, 88 Others were before them,|| The Savior came in form and fash- 
are looked upon as men of perfection,||ion of a man; he ate, drank, and 
holiness, purity,’ and goodness, far in| walked about as a man, and they said, 
advance of any since. So-were the)|‘*Behold a man gluttonous, and a wine 
characters of the’ prophets held in the} bibber, a friend of publicans gnd_sin- 
day ef these apostles. ‘What canbe||ners!” You seean excuse was want- 
the gifferénce in.the reward, whether||ing, but not long wanting till it was 
a man died for righteousiiess’ sake found—+W ho would follow a dissipated 
in thé day@ of ‘Abel, Zacharias, Joho,||!eader? or who, among the righteous 
the twelve apostles’ chosen at Jerusa-||Poarisees would acknowledge a man 
lem, or.since! 1s not the life of one) who would condescend to eat with pub- 
equally as precious as the other? andis|licans ond sinners? This was 
not the truth, justastruc? |jmuch—they could not endure it. An 
But in reviewing the lives and acts|| individual teaching the doctrines of the 
of, mén io past generations, whenover| kingdgm of heaven, and declaring that 
we find ’& righteous man among them,/jthat kingdom wus nigh, or tbat it had 
there always wéfe excuses for not giv-\|lready come, must appear different 
ing heed or crédetice to his testimony.||from others, or he could not be re- 
The people could see his imperfections;/ceived. If he were athirst ‘he must 
of, if,no impérfections, supposed ones,|}adt dfiok, if faint he must not eat, 
and were afways ready {o frame an|jand if weary he must not rest, be- 
excuse upon that for not belieying.— || cause he had assumed the authority to 
No matter hoW pure the rineiped, teach the world righteousness, and he 
ghiog— must be different in manners and in 
excuse was watted—abd an éxcuse was||constitution, if not in form, that all 
had. might be attracted by his singular 
The next generation, perhaps, was||peardtice: that his singular @emeaner 
favored with equally as righteous men || might gain the reverence of the people, 
who were condemned ‘upon the same |jor he was an impostor—a false teacher- 
principles of the former, while the actsa wicked man—a sinner—and an ac: 


nor how precious the tea 


safé place aside from the tumult of a said that his meat was locusts aod | 
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complice of Beelzebub, the prince of|/given through men of j ections, 
devils! _ fiand subject to passions. It is a general 
If singularity of appearance, or dif-|j belief that the ancient prophets were 


ference of mapners would comman 
respect, certainly John would have 
been reverenced, and heard. To see 
one coming from the wilderness, clad 
with camels’ hair, drinking neither 
wine nor strong drink, nor yet eating 
common food; must have awakened the 
curiosity of the curious, to the fullest 
extent. But there was one peculiarity 
in this man common to every righteous 
man before him, for which the people 
hated him, and for which he, lost his 
life—he taught holiness, proclaimed re- 
and baptism for the remission 

of sins, warned the people of the con- 
uences of iniquity, and declared 
that the kingdom of ‘heaven was at 
hand—aAll this was too much! To see 
one dressed so ridiculously, eating no 
common food, neither drinking wine 


d|| perfect—that no stain, or blemish ever 


appeared upon their characters while 
on earth, to be brought forward by the 
opposer as an excuse for not believ- 
ing. The same is said of the pposties; 
but James said that Elias (Elijah) 
was a man subject to like passions 
as themselves, and yet he had that 

wer with God that in answer to 

is prayer it rained not on the earth 
ky space of threc years and a 

There can be no doubt but those to 
whom he wrote looked upon the ancient 
prophets as a race of beings superior 
to any in those days; and in order to 
be constituted a prophet of God, a man 
must be. perfect in every . The 
idea is, that he must be perfect accord- 
ing to their signification of the word. 


like other men; stepping in advance of||If a people were blessed with prophets, 


the learped and reverend Pharisees, 
wise Doctors. and righteous Scribes, 
and declaring, at the same time, that 
the Lord’s kingdom would soon appear, 
could not be borne—he must not teach— 
he must not assume—he must not at- 


tempt to lead the people after him—*He || fect as those to w 


bath a devil!” 
The Jews were willing, (professed- 


they must be the individuals who were 
to prescribe the laws by which they 
must be governed, even in their private 
walks. The generation following were 
Teady to suppose, that those men who 
believed the word of God were as per- 
it was delivered 
supposed they must be, and were as 
forward tp prescribe the rules by which 


ly 80,) to believe the ancient prophets,||they were governed, or rehearse laws 
and follow the directions of heaven asjjand declare to he the 


delivered to the world by them: but 
when one came teaching the same doc- 


principles of the prophets, a& thor 
they themselves held the keys of th 


trine, and proclaiming the same things, || mysteries of heaven, and had searched 


only that they were nearer, they would 
not hear. Men say if they could see 
they would believe; but I have thought 
the reverse, in this respect—If they 
canaot see they will believe. | 

One of two reasons may be assign- 
ed as.the cause why the mesgengers 
of truth have been rejected—perhaps 
both. The multitude saw their imper- 
fections, or supposed ones, and from 
that framed an excuse for rejecting 
them; or else in consequence of the cor- 
ruption of their own hearts, when re- 
proved, were not willing to repent; but 
sought to make a man an offender for 
a word: or for wearing camels’ hair, 
locusts, drinking wine, or show- 
‘ing riemdship to publicans and sip- 
ners 

When looking over the sacred scrip- 
tures, we seem to forget that they were 


the archieves of the generations of the 
wor'd. | 

You will see that I have made men- 
tion of the Messiah, of his mission into 
the world, and of bis walk and outward 
appearance; but do not undetstand me 
as attempting to place him ona Jevel 
with men, or his mission on a parallel 
with those of the prophets and apos- 
tles—far from this. I view his mis- 
sion such as none otber could fill; that 
he was offered without spot to Gad a 
propitiation for our sins; that he rose 
triumphant add victoriously over the 
graves and him that has the power of 


required a perfect sacrifice—man is — 


imperfect, it requires a spotless offer- 
ing---man is not spotless----It requir- 
aw infinite atonement---man is mor- 
ta 
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I have, then, as you will see, made 
mention-of our Lord, to show that in- 
dividualg teaching’ truth, whether per- 
fect or imperfect, have been looked up- 
on as the worst ‘of mens And that 
even our Savior, the great tee of 
Istael, was mocked and derided, and 
placed on.a parallel with the prince 
of devils; and the a and apos- 
——— at this day, looked upgn as 
pe as perfection, were considered 
the @msest of the human ‘family by 
those amohg whom they lived. It is 
not rumor, though it is wafted by every 
gale, and reiterated by every zephyr, 
upon which we ate to found our judg 
ments of ohes merits or detnerits: If 
it is; ‘we erect an alter upon which 
we sacrifice the most perfect of men, 
and establish a criterian by which 
the “vilest of the vile’ may escape 
censure. 

But lest | wea with too many 
remarks upon the’ history of the past, 
after a few upon the propriety of a 
narrative of the description I have pro- 
posed, Rehall preseed. Cy - 


I no péople on 
earth who believe in the pian of salva. 
tion, or gospel, as set forth in the serip- 
tures, but who believe also, that all who 
will ever be saved, will be saved by 
virtue Of the sacrifice of Jesus—for this 
is what'Was taught by prophets and 
aposties, as far, at least, as we have 
knowledge of their teachings: they al! 
testified of Jegus, and had knowledge 
of his ing into the world, in order 
that hemight save it. Abraham saw 
his day and when he saw it was glad. 
_ John’s gospel 8 chap. 56 verse.’ The 
Saviorsays to the Jews ‘“Had ye be- 
lieved Moses, ye would have believed 
me; for he wrote of me.” John's gos- 


of Christ ter riches than the trea- 
sures in pt.” Il chap. from the 
22 to the 27 verse. “By faith Moses, 


when he was born, was hid three 
months of his parents; because they 
saw that he was a proper child; and 
they were not afraid of the king’s com- 

meht. By faith Moses when he 
was come to years, refused to be called 


the sow of Pharaoh’s datghter; choos- 

ing rather to suffer affliction with the ~ 
people of God; than 'to 
sures of sin for'a season! é¢steeming the 
reproach of ‘Christ greater'riches than 
the treasures in Egy)t; forhe had re- 
spect urfto'the recompense of reward.”’ 


joy the plea- 


It cannot be a niatter of dispute, that 


these men ‘were made acquainted with 


the mission of Christ into the ‘world, 


and if so, they were acquainted ‘with’ 


the gospel or plan of eternal life whic: 
Pau! says; was, before the foundation 


of the world. But in order that we 


may havea clear giew of this matter 
let us enquire, what it Was that was 
proclaimed to the world, which is call- 
ed the gospel; for be that what it may 
it is God’s plan of saving men: for 
Paul says that the gospel is the power 
of God unto salvation to all them that 
betieve. See Romans 1 chapter 16 
verse ‘*For I am not asshamed of the 
gospel of Christ, for itis the power of 
God unto salvation, toevery one that be- 
lieveth: to the Jew first’and also to the 
Greek.’” So, let the proclamation be 
what it may that was made to the world, 
by divine authority, that the inspired- 
men called the gospel, that prociama- 
tion was the only thing which .could 
save any person of the human family, 
and that#vas the thing which existed 
before the foundation of the world, the 
purpose, Orscheme of things, which 
was divised in eternity, through which 
purpose of his own will God designed 
to sdve'them that‘believe. 

This lamation, is set forth so 


cleatly in: the scriptures, that none 


need mistake it, not only ‘in the com- 
mission given to the twelve after the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead: 
but in different of the epistles, so that 
the enquirer after truth on this point, 
need not be mistaken. I[t is so mani- 
fest, that it would require a good deal 
of ingenuity to render so obscure 
that a person could a thine af the 
first reading: a person must be great! 
blinded by radios, who cannot 
itif he reads his bible once through | 
with any degree of attention. : 
When the Savior gave commission to 
the apostles after his resurrection from | 
the dead, he said unto them, as recor- 
ded by Matthew, 28 chapter, 19 and 
20 verses: ‘Go ye therefore, and teach 
al] nations baptizing them in the name 
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pel 5 chap. 40 verse. And the author 
of the epistle tothe Hebrews says of 
Moses “that he esteemed the reproach 
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of the Father,and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost: teaching them to ob- 
serve all things, whatsoever | have 
commanded you: and lo, 1 am with 
vou always, oven unte the end of the 
world. Amen. 
Mark gives the following aceount of 
the commission given to the apostles, 
16:15,16.17,18.. “‘And he said unto 
them, Go ye into allthe world, and 
reach the gospel to every creature.—| 
e that believeth and is baptized, shall 
be saved: but he that believeth not, 
shall be damped. And these signs 
shall follow them believe; in my 
name shall they cast out devils; they 
shall speak with new tongues; they 
shall take up serpsnts: and if they 
drink any deadly thing, it shall not 
hurt them; they shall lay hands on the 
sick, and they shall recover. 
Luke records thus, 24:45,46,47.— 
‘‘Then. opened he their understanding, 
that they might understand the scrip- 
tures, and said poto them, Thus it is 
written, and thus it behoved Christ to 


baptizin them, with the pro nige that 

end of the world. Mark tells. whap the 
teaching, mentioned. by. Matthew cons; 
sisted in; that.is, preaching,the gospel, 
which he says they were. to do. 
ry creature io: all the: wor! 


£2, 
and tg. 
baptize them that believe, w.th a prom- 
ise that the persons thus baotiged’ 
should be saved: and also that signs. 
should follow them that, believe, ..Mat- 
thew says that they, shoyld go and ggach 
ell mations. Mark says tbat. they. 
should preach the gospel to every. creas, 
ture in all the world..,. So that there is 
no difference as to the extent of the 
commission given to. the apostles.— 
Matthew says that the Lord .should be 
with them even to the end, ofthe 
world, and Mark says that signs should 
follow them that believe. _ This doubt- 
less was what Matthew meant by. the 
Lord being with them till the end of the 
world; that is, by denfirining the word 
with signs followjng. , They, both say 
that the people were. to'bq. baptized; 


suffer, and to rise from the. dead the|/but neither of them tell us what the 


third day: and that repentance and re- 
mission of sins should be preached io 
his name among all nations, beginning 
at Jerusalem.” 

In the second chapter of the Acts of 
the apostles, we have account of their 
first acting on their commission, and 
of their making proclamation at Jeru- 
salem: as, according to the Savior’s 
command they were to begin at Jeru- 
salem, so they did, and the account of 
that memorable day is recorded by 
Luke, in the second chapter of the Acis 
of the apostles, 37th, and 38th verses. 
After Peter, who was the speaker on 
that occasion, had convinced many of 
the Jews that they had crucified the 
Lord of glory, the people cried out, 
and said to him, and the rest of the 
nposties, **men and brethren what shall 
we do? Then Peter said unio them 
repent and be* baptized every one of 
vou in the name of the Lord Jesus for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost: for 
the promise is unto you and. to your 
children, and to all that are afar off; 
even as many as the Lord our God 
shall ¢all.’? . Let us put this decount 
together, and we will have something 


exceedingly plain. Matthew says that} | 


were to be baptized. for; only Mark 
says that the baptized, should be'saved. 
Luke throws some light) gn this sub- 
ject: that is shat repéntance.and. remis- 
sion of sins should be preached ansong 
all nations. “This compared with what 
Peter siid on the day of Pentecost, 
makes this part of the commission very 
plain. He'tells thom to repest, and be 
baptized every one of them in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, for the remission of 
sins, and they should receive the glit 
of the Holy Spirit. Mark says,. that 
he that believeth and is. baptized shall 
be saved. .Peter says that he shall re- 
ecive the gift ob the Holy Spirit. Mat- 
thew says that the Savior promised to 
be with his disciples always, even unto 
the end of the world. Mark says that 
signs were to follow them that believe, 
These two accounts, when put together. 
amouns. to this: tho. Lord promised to 
be wiih them, in confirming the word 
to ihe believers by signs. us BOW 
put the whole account’ together, and 
see precisely what it was, that these 
men proclaimed to the.world 


First they were to go into all the. 


world, and teach the gospel to every - 


creature, in the world. 
Second, those who believed. ,.thebr 


they were to go and teach al! nations, | proclamation, and repented of, their 
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sims, they, mere to, baptize in the name» CONF EREN GE, MIN UTES. 
ofthe: Fathesiead. of thesion, and of} 
the Spirite.fer of. thein 

jee, hat they shouid 
y Spirit, and} 
drearh} 


dams» athe sick .and.-they Saints in, Philadelphiag from: bran- 
should to finish the whole }ches in, the country being 
of thempromiges made fo them, Kidew of the quc- 
wasto be with, tapm, and: shey cum ofthe twelve; beieg present, wes 
should be saved. Seven thiage-com- || Preaiient; ind L. 
prise the wholt of the itera of core; Barnes, appointed Clerk of the Confe 
mand and promise ;which they ‘were del 
deliver:to the world: First, feith—Sec-/ The Comference was opened with 
eng, baptiseng+| singmg by the congregation, and, read- 
Fourth, remissiog--Fifth, the gift. of | ing a portion of the word of God, a 
the Holy Spirit—Sixtb, . power—Sev-} prayer by the, ent. 
enth, salvation agd eternal life, _Aftera very ifteresting and appro- 
the'reader’ stthew 28: || Plate. Address the. Conference by 
19;20,-' with Mark,’ 18 | resident O, Hyde, upon thé necessity 
24:45,40, with the: second | holding the béing 
chapter’ of thé Acts apostles dug | their culling; tte: Elders 
16 see'and under- | called upon napresdnt she . dif- 
stand the Bic ‘commissién without | 
cbhyrch in Philadelphia in peospertius 
inclidiag 3 


j my 
erstood, 


be 
that when, Ke, | 
ie), thatat.was thia scheme of things 
to whict they alluded; for... this. 


pel tha h, we buve pregehed, 
let 
preach any other gospel. thap, ..that 
cursed, :}t. 48 ta above mentioned, 


proclamat Mlydes; 

what be what the 
Galatiags bad. received—not a part of|istead, L..[.. in the care of Elder Lane, 
consisting of 50 members, tec 

dilder Adams also, represented 3 othe 
er small branches of the, church ia. 
Monmouth co. N. J. under.the care of 
Elder, J. G»Divine. io Shrews- 


or threg, or fours oF fives or, sin 
ut all 


the gospel Paul: preached, and which 
the “Galations Fecciveds, another, | bury, containing “One at 
which, w per-|/Keysport and Granville, ..numberiag 
vertion of the gosgel of Christ... 13; including, 1 deacdn: and. the other 


the According: to 
shey, should,.gast out dette Conference /convenediat: the Latter 
with. new: tongass, ay. Saints Halon street! abave 
they, showld’ |take up serpents, aad if} Willow, the mornings; 
theynmore to: drink’ aay deadty. thing, five, Rriadts!be- 
should not hurt them: should || lahge .concoursaof 
pildersand < priests, 
| Eider, George J.. Adams. represented 
ithe charch in. New,;York—ina fidurish: 
what they proclaimed, and. thes condition.., Hie stated that 3 \places 
what. all the ancient saints, believed, || fer: regular preaching were Sow estab- 
and received, and by which they. were in -that.city, and theie prospects 
distinguished from all other people..—|| wer never ‘better . befote, ner ag good, 
When Paul says that if we, or an an-/ins atthe! present accord- | 
vel from heaven preach aay other gos-|iing 1o.,the.best of his, knowledge. the 
church in New.;York,; inokuding 10 El- 
ders, now aumbers-over 200 members. 
Kider Adama also represented the 
church: ia Brooklyn, L. 1. ia.a flopr- 
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at Shirk fiver of 6 members, including 
‘Vdeacon,(35 iin all.) The last 2 bran- 
ches named, having been built up sincelience, and «after some conside 


April ixst by Eder Divine. He stated 


that’? had baptized'in the|/ananimously choven for. 

| Elder, Edeon Whipple for'a 
Cutts and Wm. H. ‘Miles end 
Price ‘and 8..'M. Reeve deacons, 
jand James Nicholson wes 


Newark, and Pave a very 
glowing and cheering description of the 
‘of the'work of God in the re- 

wound: about New York. He 


ganizing the church m -Philade 
was then presented before the Confer- 


ration, 
brother John Robinson (a pridet;) was 
yA, 


pporated 


pated thet he hadipreached to 5,000} Clerk of the church in the of Phil 


persons'at one timé’in the city of New-| 
ark: Ni Jl, whotietened with attention} 
and apparent edatiration end surprise 
nd to use} 
words, the work of God was|| P 
flourishing glotiowsl y-the Macedonian | 
ral;' not to come over to|] suent toadjournment. 
Maeedonia, but to eomé over to Brook-| 
Island—come | 


‘to the ever 


lyo—andiever on 
over to Elizabethtown—and to New- 
erk, and to Jersey city; ‘and {et as hear 
the fulness of the Christ 
proclaimed.” 


Whole number: ‘Fepresented by Eider be 
jvery instructive tothe youn 
Conference ‘adjourned ‘hour| | Hide of 


Adams, 3il. 
and a half. 


in a flourishing condition numbering 
135 im.good standing, including 4 


ders, 3 priests, 1 teacher, and 1 déa-} 
ident O. Hyde and L. Barnes. 
| Elder Wm. Moore represented 3 
branches in Lancaster co. Pa. built up 


by Elder E. H. Davis, and H. Deam, 
one near New? Holland numbering 26. 
Onein Georgetown numbering 39; and 
the other in Sadsbary, numbering 
in all 64 members, including 1 presid- 
ing and 3 traveling Elders, 3 priests— 
3 teachers end-1 deacon. 

Elder A. Wilson represented the 
church on Cream Ridge N. J., and 
_ stated that according to the best of his 
“ knowledge it consisted of about 100 
fnermbers in fellowship, inclusive 
of 1 Elder, 1 — and 1 teacher. 

President O. Hyde resented a} 
branch of the eburch at we Biver,| 
N. J.. of 16 numbers including 1 El- 
der and 1 priest. 


adetphie.' President OQ. Hyde and 


Barnes then'proceded to the orditiation 
ofthose chosen, © 
Conference adjourned watit 
M. 


7 o’elock P. M. pt 


Brothers James W hites:des (a pr 
from the Brandywine church, ard. W. 
Ji Appleby Esq. of were pres 
sented for ofdientivd to the of 
Eiders, both Suing wore 
unanimously a 

‘President O.:H n delivered a 
their 
Je Syphret, W. 


chosen to. the office of El- 
Eider E. Valea represented the} 
Brandywine chorch in Chesterco. Pa.,|ilasting gospel... 


laim the: eyer- 
was 


iders, to travel and 


|chosen to be. a which.they 


were ordained Wy the irit of 
and the In og 


~The Conference then closed by s sing- 
in raver. 
th morning the 18th a large 


and congregation ‘assem- 
bled to hear the wart and 
were addressed bv Elder 6.3 Adams, 
of New’ York: who. delivered a ve 
interesting discourse on the subject of 
the Book of Mormon: proving’ it to’ be 
trae beyond the power of successful 
n ‘the afternoon & 
Latter Day Saints Hall, in was 
crowded with “intelligent atténtive 
hearers. President O. de 
ed with ‘his usual energ vimphcty 
and efoquetice; pricked in 
their hearts, xpd on Monday six came 


[forward and “obeyed the everlasting 
Total number of members represent- | t 
ed in the different branches—806; in- | 


‘ORSON HYDE, Pres't: 


cluding 24 Eiders, 11 priests, 6 teach-|| Lorenzo Barnes CV'k. 


ers, and 5 aft 
The subject of more perfectly or- 


}held in Philade!phia, 


P. 8S. Ata meeti of ‘the Seints,’ 
evening 


> 
| 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 
| 
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“Resolved; that « by brother “Blakeslee. Af- 
| 


ence be held in the Brandywine chureh, || terneon William H. Hert, Daniel Bets- 

Chester co., Pa., Jan. 2nd 1841.—/|/ford, and Thomas Jehnson, was or- 

Atid that genera! Con-|idained to the Melchisedec priesthood; 

ference be held ia Philadetphia, April after which the ordinance/of.the Lord’s 

164), supper. was attended to, and: Confer- 


Minutes of acon held in thetown| Afier meeting, was added 
af Boon Oneida,county, N, ¥.jitothe church. Sind®the Conference, 
the 18th and 19th days of July,||two more have ‘been baptized, by she 
ven, 1800. | Lest iplow 
D. C. Surrn, & E. Rostnson;|] monism, (so called,) is getting strong 
‘By request of bréthér James Blake-|j hold, the honest are investigating, 
slee, | forward:'you,the minutes, of ajjobeying; and the little stone is roll- 
Conference, held on the 1Sth, and 19th||ing ’abowe the feet and ‘toes: And 
of into considera- thank beaven’s King, the timer lis at 
tion the expediency of';dividing»the|}hand when that great image, (whose. 
anch called ¢he Boonville branch,|| brighthess, i# not so excellent as’ when 
wh:ch spread over'a part of four towns, |} Daniel:saw it,) will be broken to’ 
and numbered between 98' and'90 mem- || and me like the of the: sum- 
bers; There were’;present 6 Elders|}mér threshing floor. nd may the 
and.2 priests. Bord his work short in ‘righteous-! 
After rayer, ness, agreeable to his promise—and 
to Bitsiness, "Elder James ‘Blakeslés|| may his grace be sufficient for us, to 
was’ called.to preside,,aod EdwardH.|| preserve and uphold us. 
Spinning chosen Clerk. expect todeave in a few days for 
After matute deliberation, it’ was|| Washington county, in this state, to 
t bégt to divide said’ branch, by! devote my whole time in the service of 
taking all that part 


situated in:the town || Ged, and I beg an interest in the-pray- 
of Lee, and south west part.of Booa-||¢r’s of all God’s people, that 1 may be 
vile, and organize them into a seper-|j kept from the power and influence of 
ate branch, to be'called the Leé branch. | sin and Satan; ‘and that f' may be an 
Truman Hough was set apart and or-||instramént in the hands of God, of 
dained to the Aaronic Priesthood, as|i turning many to righ 

also to preside oyer said branch. Na-|/ Yours Respectfully, 

thamiel Spinning was then set apart to} OMARLES R. DANA/ 
the office of a teacher, and Stephen 


Richman, and Horace Wild, were set | ASTID 


jami wkins Clerk. ' 
It was then voted that we divide the| NA ILL. NOV. 1§, 1840. 
remaini | Boonville branch} = 

taking all that part west of Boon:|j _ We would inform our eastern Breth-, 


con; Thomas, Johnson. then} | 
bark, foreaid branch," |Mormon, can’ be supplied, by sending 


ugustus Stafford was then set apart|itheir orders to him, Post Paid. 
serve Prices, aathe as in Advertisement on 
July 19th, one baptized, after which|| last page. 


| 


Ville Vi ge, If g, - } d th h Cast 

ville ands part of thé tomn; and the churches in the gen 

to be known as the west Boonville ly, that we have made arrangments 

branch, Joseph L. Robinson was .chp- | with Elder Erastus Snow, of Philadel- 

the, Aarons 10 be our general Agent for te 

and Darius Preston to the office of tenn Eastern Country. Churches, or indi- 


} 
, 
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Latter-Day Saints Millennial Star. 

- We have received two numbers of 
this very interesting ‘periodital publish- 

ed monthly, in. Manchester, Eogiand, 
and ‘edited by'P. P. Pratt. It isvery 
neatly executed and contains matter of 
deep interest. circulation in Eu- 
rope is becoming extensive. | 


Navgoo great im- 
provements ‘have Léen made during 
the past season, the health of the 
plage has been greatly facilitated dur- 
ing the senson, \by various improve- 
ments; such as the digging of excel- 
lent wells, draining off stagnantowat- 
ers, 4c. The sickness of the 
place has generally subsided, and as @ 
community we have great ronson to 
thank a kind and merciful Providence 
for the bountiful blessings w'sich he 
has seén fit to bestow upon us. ane 

The laboring man is richly paid fer 
his toils: the weather 1s extretnely fat 
yorable for. the farmer to gather. into 
his .garner the abundance cf grain 
which the earth has brought forth as a 
reward for all his labors) and while 
lovering over the fuce of nature, he 
can regale upon the rich repast which 


his unceasing industry with the bless- 


ings of heaven; has secured for his ||P 


The following article we cut from|""* 
the St.. Louis Evening Gazette of Nov. 
5. We agree perfectly with the wri- 
ter, especially where he says, “we be- 
liere they might as well worship us, as, 


the Father aod Greator.of ‘ahh: things, 
who said, “tet ‘Be ight tnd 
was light,” and by the power + of whese 
word, the were 
came rolling into existance; rt whose 
presence the mountains flow dewny and 
the valleys exit; whp sald, 
by the moath of his 
Jeremiati, and the Prophets that, in ‘tho 
last days the house of the e Lord shall be 
established in the of the mountaies, 
and'all nations’ flow info: it. 
That he would ring. the ‘of, 
[sraet fromthe North»epontry, 
from every land whithersobver they’ 
had. been. driven, ‘pnd restore them, 
upon the land‘of {their fathers where 
they should dwell in peace and ‘salty 
for’ ever and, ever.. Where he 
coméand plead swith theth fate te 
and yeyeal uni they +t thé ‘absndatice 


of jpgnce, and: -truth.,:; AV hich 
haw commenced, as!) Godel; 


works by ‘méans, he’ ‘His 
pleased to select Joseph. Smithe ag an 
instrument'in his hands, td lay. the’ 
foundatign | for the gathering of Tsraeh, 
and’the | accomplishment of the 
work: of the 


Times Seaton: have 
received from <Nauvoo, monthly 
paperunder this title: It is of M8Prion 
ofigift ind advocate¥the Mormon Cause.” 
hé Mortnons, Shtkérs and a 


ler select band¥ of people seem4o be 


only ‘and disinterested "body ‘of 


e "set Mormcug have. 
age England. Indeed there dan 
no doutit'th t their numbers are‘ 
idly incrés¥iby. “they respect the laws 
ond walk have no doubt 
they always intended t6'do, they” 


Joe. Smith or Sidney Rigdon;” far be 
it f rom us to be man worshipers, we be- 
lieve in only ONE Living and True God, 


protect themselves. “They will 
trong fof theif’ Vicin- 

want to 'piHage their ‘lands and ' 

goods; and iby now and then 


4 

| 
1 

| 
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themselves; ‘in self-defence, -with* 


““gword of the flesh," any. consequences 
which may follow their efforts at resis- 
ing the vidlence of their persecetors, 
be looked upon-in thé same fight 


er mén are regarded. -In fact they can 
place attitude, which 


that similar acts of self-defence in oth- 


will-eommand respect, and awe away|| 
the ‘profligate scoundrels, who havel! 


been heretofore making them their 


prey. 
‘Let them obey the laws. If they 
do this, they shouid demand—not tolert- 


219 
Let then the’ Me end if 
they can let them Let them 


rest, at least, from the sgandalous. per- 
vecutionss which in 
thie State—persecutions whiekdiag race 
od all those whanwem partici- 
tors iv or toi 


Palermo, N.Y. Oct 


J have twice writtem 
ngthy. to. my -brothes living near you, 


tion—there is no such ‘thing as tolera-||concerning the prospetity of the) fork. 
iof’ in this country—they should» de- |jof our Godin this region, and request- 


mand their rights, Every man, under 


out ‘froe Constitution, has aright ‘to ||cation, | 


worship God as he pleases. Every 


ing him ty hand. the same to you for pubs 
you thouglit # . worthy of.e 
place in your paper, But perceiving 


man has ‘a right to believe what he|jthat, by some means it has heey de- 
pleases. Te taws of Missouri dd not|j!ayed; | gindly embrace the opportu- 


protect 4 
rights, an® theywere overpowered— 
crushed hy the weight of popular fan- 
aticism and offivialtyrahny. 
‘If the. laws of Iflinois will not protect 
them, they ought to protect themselves, 
Théy 3 men ought to know—what in 
truth their faith teaches—that there are 
ten thousand, things worse than death, 
Submission to enormous. wrong—co 
signing thelr lands to. robbery and pil- 
lage—banishmeat fron their homes 
firé sides and alters—are each and all 
worse thin death, 


i 


fi 
The Mormons have had in us a true 


and steady, friend from the beginning, 
We believe'thatithey are: laboring un- 
der a monstrous delusion. ; We believe 
they mightias. well worship us aa: Joe 
Smith or Sidpey Rigdon. _ Their whole 
system of {ah is, we believe, im:itsin- 
ception a grosé impoature., But. what 
ofthat? So,long, as.in the lan 
thet true som of. Freedom—-Thomas 
Jefferson . pf... 
mematy—Thedy neither break my'Jeg 
nor pick my; pockets so long as they do 
in.mysbelief or meddie 
with me. inmmy conduct-—E care’ not 
whetsthey. Believe. may have my 
opinion thaficertain systems of belief 
have tc béiler effect updn. sdciety than 
certain other systems. And I may try 
by persuasion and a t to make 
others believe es:1 do. But L can and 
will take to: force my be- 
lief-upon thom. 


Oriience on Saturday and 


e of 


glorious: and: immortal 


¢in the enjoyment of these },Mity,of saying to the saints!in Zion, or 


elsewhere, that for the past seasor, 
my labors have beéti greatly blessed, 


have baptized ong hundred or rising 


the past year, all of which asemow ¥e- 
joittng in the triumph of thefaith, and 
blessings of the. kingdom} and scores 
mere pre,truly, believing, gtany >of. 
which will, no daabt, ‘bocemd citizens: 
of the kingdom, . We held. seonfers 
1 dayi:the 
last days of May, at Wescotts: 
barn in this town, about, eaghbor ten’ 


hundred persons attended): 
hamber were ordained, bare 
tized, 21 confirmed; ahd) truly our 
meeting will he hed in war 
memibrennce by many.|° 
The particulars of my labots;: and 
the above ‘conference, together with 
the many, investigations held.’ in those 
ports, you will recetvein my next. _ 
Elder Maginn has lately been through 
this place and made usa good visit; 
we truly had-avtime of rejoicing with 
him, as he had been through ‘the:tribu- 
lation. in the West, and. was prepared 
to bare destimony of the sufferings of 
the saints: he. has mow gore to’ Onon-: 
daga, about thirty miles distant from 
this place, and is! opening @ door in 
that place. . | expect. to join him soon. 
Brother Oliver Granger left this place. 
on, Satukday, Jast week, ‘for Xisttuad> 
he has purchased a large-quantity .of 
land ia this place of the brethren,and 
gives them landin the West ia ex 
| 


| 


that he’ arrived here on the 20th day 
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T ned from Philadelptia, from 
You misy look for a large company 

ot this place in the spring. held there. “4 

ervent | Hyde was there and presided, Br J. 

| E. Page bad not yet arrived Qhio, 


but was ex eyery day, we had™m 
|good time at the conference, every 
of went on well, the bretbren there 
ing of Saints, fromthe hand of wick- then 
| pray for one another: the church there. 
the devi], brak rsd hi in prosperous condition, and 
his and |whole region aroun about Philadel-. 
ut thediforevé? a silence before thee, | Phi#» presents an immense field of lar 
that the’ wheat may be gathered out |bor, and the laborers are very few. ‘I 
from athong the teres entth pre-f therefore, that the Lord of the’ 
red fo dav of b ; h ite rvest will send forth more. faithful 
sin reinn, and all jiaborers into his vineyard. Elder O, 
the redeemed out of every nation, kin- ~ 
yore tale and baptized (I believe,). about 30.— 
Vourein the | |'Ghere was a number baptized on Mon- 
bonds of the covenant. jday morning after conference. 


 BENJ. C. ELSWORTH. We expect Eiders Hydags 
in New York soon, on, t way to 
Jerusalem: while they remain with us; 


_ New York, Oct. 7th, 1840. |] we expect to hold a conferenee. 

| I cannot close this letter without giv- 
Rostnson & Sars. you a short account of the history 


Highly esteemed brethren}|of my past life. I am about 80 years 
in Christ, I now, agreeable to a prom-jjof age, have béen,13 years a Metho- 
ise made by me to Br. James Blakes-|j dist, heard the first sermon by a Latter 
lee, (one of the seventy) write to you,}/Day Saint in Febuary, 1840 
informing. you and the brethren at the}/H. C. Kimball, and believed t 
west, that he has this day sailed for} pel as soon as! heardit, and have nev- 
England, in. company with Br. Burn-fjer doubted it since. I was ‘baptized 


ham, one of the seventy, and Br. Rich-jjeight days after 1 heard the first ser-_ 
ards, High Priest. These 3 have star- mon, and called to be an élder in 
ted this day to:fill their mission in Eng-||days after I was baptized, called by 


the spirit of prophesy, by Elder Kim- 
i ball, and ordained by Elder’P. P. Pratt 
expected'a number of their brethren to||just previous to the time they sailed for 
have went with them according to ap-} England. Since that timed have tried 
pointment, but as:they did not come, to preach from 3 to 5*times. eich 
they concluded to go without them. {| week;'and worked with myf®wh hands | 
‘Brother Blakeslee wished me to'state,|/to support my family besides, and I 
have held 3 publicdiscussions with the 
great men of this generation, one with ' 
the very’celebrated Oragen Batchelor; 
which lasted 12 nights: Doctor j. 


land; y was clear, their health 
good, as to body and mind—they 


of Sept. aceording to agreement: and} 
from that, to this present time, he has} 
preached in this city 19 times: and I} 
assure you, he will long be remember-||/E. Ducher was chairman: it was he 
ed by’ the church, friends here:|jin the city of Brooklyn. Thechairman 
he is a man of faith, a man of 3od, and/|j took three hours to sum up the testi-’ 
a man that gives full proof of his min-||mony, and gave the ‘decisibn in favor 
istry. May the bless him, and/}jof the fullness of the gospel, on every 
his brethren, and prosper them on their] point, the bible being the guide of evi- 
mission. Brother Turley, and OClay-jidence. | | 
ton, have just arrived from Engliand,|} His closing remarks were these: ’’I 
and are now on their way to the west; |ihave never seen such a grand combin- 
with about 200 others. jation of arguments to prove any sys- 
Oct. 24th. Dear Brethren, 1 havejtem of religion, as has been brought 


‘ 


‘ 
- 
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forward to prove the Latter-Day Sajats,Jjof gathering, and my heart.rejoiced to 
and say I disbelieve it, and} baptized. four 
if it is true, let us hang the ae a still fiym in the work of the 
OUT to the WORLD.” This was the}; ; went as far East Provi- 
language of a man who had never: been|| dence R. J. I found the work in and 
to our meetings before in his life; heis| about the city of New York slowly, 
a highly respected, and wealthy gen-|| but steadily advanceing; but in Phila- 
tleman of New York. Oi | delphia and the country around, where 

Immediately after the above debate I|/1 preached about three months,. the 
organized the branch in Brooklyn, andj/cause is onward with rapid strides: 
baptized a number,. the branch in| many sound, intelligent, influential, and 
Brooklyn, now number 19, 1 Priest bj wealthy men have embraced the gos- 
Teacher, and one deacon, and a num-|jpel in that country. -The truth meets 
ber believing, ready to be baptized. || with opposition from sectarians in that 
‘The other two discussions were with as in all other plates; but it is 
Hike ‘oil in water, always uppermost.— 
| The prosied obstruction is the scarci- 
ty of laborers: calls for preaching are 
very numerous, and isdeed, all eas- 
tern Pennsylvania is literally crying 
out “‘come and help us 
preachers,” &c. and “the other side 
of the Delaware it is the same. Pros- 
pects-are very flattering all 
that country; there are many 


two Methodist priests: one in New Jer- 
. sey, and one in this city; but both 
had to yield before the power. of eter- 
naltruth. Shortly after 1 was ordained, 
the Methodist tried me for heresy, and 
when | appeared before them they 
would not hear me there, and: then | 
appealed to the people, and had-over 
500 Methodist to boar me make my! 
defence: they thought | wasthe greatest 
heretic they ever heard of, hundreds|| souls who will discern between truth and 
of them have attended our meetings || error. I baptized in that country about 
ever since. I expect to baptizea num-||forty; and Elder Barnes and others a 
ber of them next Sabbath morning. t many more. When left, (the 
‘The work here goes ém well, we) last of Sept.) the Sainst in Lancaster 
have two large preaching places well at-||co. numbers about 70. _ In Chester co. 
tended—ene on the north side, and|jabout 130. In Philadelphia 230.— 
one on the east side. of the city: the} The present numbér in Monmouth co. 
one on the east side, is the one J bired||N. J. I cannot tell, but there have 
to make my defenge before my Metho-|| been about 30 added ‘since I ‘first went 
dist brethren, and I have continued | there in July woh ee 
preaching ‘to hundreds of them ever|| Tho churches in that country’ are 
since; which has been about one month.|| well united and dwell. together in love. 
Yours in haste. y. the Lord . bless and prosper them, 


GEO. J. ADAMS. 
spark that is kindled shall blaze through- 
Nauvoo, Octs 31st, 1840. jfout the whole country. I expect to 
Messazs Eprrors. lreturn in a few day’ to that country to 
If the following is deemed the winter, and perhaps next 
sufficient interest to the readers o | mmer; I trust that all the faithful 
‘mes & Seasons, to only remember in their prayers, 


righteousness it is at ‘Your! not only myself, but all the laborers in 
ft this place on. the 28th of April 


the vineyard. 
_] remain dear sirs, with high consid- 


last, | su erations of esteem 1 respect. 
and about Philadelphia I called Your brother iti the 
Vellsburg, Va; and tatried with. _,bonds of the gospel, 

der nest three weeks, preach-| ERASTUS SNOW, 
ing in that vicinity on both sides the} 
river, I visited the remnants of} ESCAPE THE FOWLER’S 

branches in Beaver, Armstrong} SNARE. | 

and Indiana counties Pa,, aa I | Navvooans to the rescue! Your 
preaching and baptizing. I found them||liberty is in danger!’ Thieves are in 


— 


generally prosperoys, possessing aspirit|| your midst! By day and by night are 


4 


‘TIMES AND SEASONS: 


they prowling through your streets! 
Yourproperty is in peril, and life, and 
limb; in jeopardy! ‘Your love’ of jus- 
tice, your’ personal honor, ‘your. at- 
tachment to your country, ahd your ho- 
ly roligion, ull, ali, Youdly ‘call ‘upon 
you to assist in bringing flit culprits: 
to condign punishment’ Jn the face: 
of high “héaven are they committing 
the most ‘nefarious crimes. and the 
cause ofChristianity ‘is bleeding at ev- 
ery pore. Will, you, thén, staad -pa- 
tient lookersow atid sée the fiends of 
hell, wolvés in shéep’s clothing not on- 
ly perpetrating felonies themsel¥es, 
but soliciting the just, the noble, and 
the good; to participate or become ac- 
the bitter cup of 
iniquity ‘to the lips of the Saints, desir- 
ing them to drink the dreys of pollu- 
tion and crime; and, by fortuitous cir- 
cumstances, or casual associations, 


Nauvoe, July 14th, 1840. 
To the saints of the Crooked: Ureek 
GREETING: 
. Having taken into consideration the 
‘subject af the propriety of establishing 
a siake at Crooked.Creek, as request- 
ed in the resolations of said branch, 
dated July 7th, 1840, signed by John 
Hicks Pres’t..and William Wight- 
We have to say that we approve of 
the proceedings of the branch, and that 
their resolutions are in accordance 
with our views and feclings, and the 
sentiments adduced dt the last April 
conferences, 
Therefore this may certify that the 
members of the whurch of Jesus Christ, 
of Laiter Day ‘Saints, residing at the 
‘Crodked -creek branch, are authorized 


dragging them down to the lowest 
depths of human degradation? Shall 
the just suffer with the Shall! 
the righteous be punished with tho} 
wicked? Doés the church tolerate 
crime? Does God approbate works 
of iniquity? No. Gud, angels, and 
all good men, must forever execrate 
such abominations. All should raise 
the voice and hand against such acts, 
and ferret Qut the perpetrators—the 
sore should be ptebed to the bottom— 
the church should be purged, and, like 
the lion of the forest, arise ig her maj- 
esty and in her strength, and assert 
her honof, her purity, and her inno- 
cence, or everlasting iafamy will gest 
upon usas & people, Solongas we are 
pure we shall be honored, respected, 
ovéd, free fram mobs and persecution 
hete, but the moment we become im- 
pure, ‘Or countenance crime, or cherish 
the transgressor, “the Philistines will 
be upos us,” we shall be like Samson 
shorn of his strength—powerless and 
despised. For our own sakes, then, 
for the sake of humanity, for the sake 
of the church and for God’s sake, let 
us leave ng stone unturned until the 
guilty afe jpunished; and my heart’s 
desire and prayer is that God may 
nerve our arms to the fight until jniqui- 


ty shall hide its:deformed head, and 

righteousness reign triumphant in the 

land, God and Liberly! 
JOAB, 


| to-establish a stake agreeable ‘to their 
request; ‘and that they select such & lo- 
ication they ‘may think ‘best adapted 
for that purposes: _ 

In order to carry intoveffect this ob- 
ject, it will be necessary to appoint a 
Bi:hop to‘ttansact business for said 
stake, whith appointment ‘will be left 
to the decision of said branch. » 

The first'Presidency will some one 
fof them attend as soon as convenient to 
organize the stake, and give sueh in- 
‘structions to the stifits.as may be wis- 


dom. ' th 
JOSEPH SMITH, jun. 
HYRUM SMITH. 


Ramus, Hancock co. Il. Nov. 10,1840. 


TO THE SAINTS SCATTERED 
ABROAD: 


As the tinte has fully artived for the 
Saints to gather together thatfHey may 
be’preserved from thecalamif.es that 
are coming upon the earth; and tig sev- 
eral places havé already been appéint- 
ed in hich to gather; we have ought 
it expedient to inform the Saints abroad 
of the prosperity and of tho 
Saints in this place. “We have insert- 
fed the epistle of ovr beloved brethren, 
President’s Joseph. and Hyrum Smith, 
that our brethren may understand the 
‘mind of the first Presidency respecting 


this place. 


General in Israel. 


The measures rccommended by our 
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‘TIMES AND SEASONS. 


worthy: alteady béen 
emtered Into; a has 
ized, landsSyyrchased, a 
a lats dotd, and already quite a nom 
ber shops, de. 
have been erecied, and _— more in 


AMOS, is pityated in “the midst of 


a beautiful abt! fertile country, sur- 
rounged variety of prairie and 
imber. sgil_rich and produc- 
several saw, and grist 
machinerieg within a 

jthio ithe. precincts of 
try, ‘there Wild ands, ltivated 
farms, $c., which 
can > purchased on ,yery reasonable 
ter! Wit iu “short distinces are 
creeks with rivil es for erecting mills, 
machinery, Prose wish wishing. to pur- 
chase and settle on town lots ‘can, be 


Ratus, is situated 50 miles west of 
Beardstown, 8 miles north east of Car- 
thage, the county seat of Hancock Co., 
20 miles east of Nauvoo.  It.is un- 
doubtedly as healthy a situation as can 
be focated in the western country. 
Therefore ' those of ‘our brethren emi- 
grating from the édst who feel dispos- 
edt visit Ramus, will find it not in- 
convenient to call, as it is situated on 
the—road leading from 
Beardstown to Nauvoo. 
oMiay the work of the Lord prosper 
| forth unto its final completion, 
e Saints -be preserved blameless 
the coming of the Lord, is 
praxer of the Seintsin Piece. 
‘order of the Branch: 
JOEL H. JOHNSON, ‘Pres’t. 


FOREIGN NEWS. 


Copy of Jeter from Elder George 
A. Smith, in ta, gentleman || 
in Ohio, dated 

Burslem, Staffordshire, England, || @ 
6th 
Cousin Cc. C. Waller: 

T hasten to redeem. the, promise I 
made you last fall. at: Ohio. city, by 
giving some account of the events that 
haye, transpired since thattime. I ex- 

then in five weeks'to have been 
in England, but my way was hedged 
up on every side. I was confined in 


|/tidns; one’ thi 


Kirtland 4 weeks by sicaness, "Four: 
sued my journey to Hamilton where I 
was again confined to my room five 
weeks with a disease. tesembling a 
drdpsical consumption. Gaining my 
health a little 1 went’ W. Stock- 
bridge, “Mass. where | was’ attacked 
ays, then left me proceeded ‘to 

New York where’! arrived about Feb. 
tst.“' Tsearched half aday for your 
brother and found he had removed 


of Feb. Found your brothér)n John 
st; delivered your letter and had a 
very agreeable visit. On the 9th of 
March set sail.on board the packet 
ship Patrick Henry for Liverpool in 
company with five brethren’ of the 
church of. Day Saints. After a 
rough and disagreeable passage of 28 
landed the of Great 
Britain. We had 16 days head wind, 
dnd three heavy gales. I was very 
sea sick; remained at Liverpool a few 
days, then went. to Préston; attended 
a conference of the church of Latter 
Day Saints—1800 meinbers represent- 
ed; then I went toManchester. After 
a ‘short time came to this place—Staf- 
fordshire Potteries. The greater por- 
tion of China and Earthen ware sold 
in America is made in this district; 
about 70,000 persons obiain a good liv, 
ing when there is employment but a) 
numbers. are now out of work, in con- 


sequence of the dept sion in trade; 


consequently, in a, slate of starvation. 
than saw in all m meri- 
Thave scen dé! lés gath- 
ering 'magiare’ to get their 
bing children. I never before 
realized the of Américan ingtitu- 
earnings of f 
ake for taxes to 
support government in varios Ways. 
In addition to all this, dutie ate im- 
posed on all the necessaries of life ma- 
king the cost of almost every article of 
double value. Tovall this the common 


clase 


people are strangers, living in other 


293 


from Nassau st. The hext day I went : 
to Philadelphia, to see cousin Joseph 
Smith but was disappointed as he had 
feturned to Iilingis. After 10 days ‘ 
confinement ‘by sickness in Philadel- ] 
phia, and @ Visit toChester county Pa., 
| 
| 


